
WEATHER.
Fair and continued cool tonight;

tomorrow cloudy and warmer.
Temperature for twenty-four hours

ending 2 p.m. today: Highest, 78, at
2 p.m. yesterday; lowest, 47. at 5:30
a m. today. Full report on page 23.

Closing New York Stocks, Page 23.
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CHURCHES CLOSED
WHILE INFLUENZA
THREATENS IN D. C.

Commissioners Also Shut Up
All Places of Amuse¬

ment.

PLAYGROUNDS BARRED
TO WASHINGTON'S YOUTH

Outdoor Liberty Loan Rallies.
However, Are Scheduled

to Be Held.

With reports from all sources indi-

eating' influenza to be increasing
rather than decreasing, the Commis-

t-ioncrs today added to the drastic meas¬

ures they previously had taken to check

the spread of the disease in the Dis¬

trict
They called on the clergy to omit all

church services until further notice and

aJso closed all playgrounds.
This action, following the closing of

schools and theaters, makes Washing-
ten almost drumtight against danger of

spread of the infection through indoor

meetings.

Hope for Beneficial Eesults.
Federal and District authorities

¦were hopeful this afternoon that bene-
licial results will begin to appear
within the next day or two. But re-

ports made to Health Officer Fowler
fi irinc- the morning gave no cause for
an optimistic outlook. Five deaths
*ere reported during the morning.
While indoor meetings of all kinds;

arc halted, the health authorities
aaree that there is little danger in,

public outdoor assemblages, and citi¬
zens' associations and other bodies;
which have planned liberty loan ral-
lies are advised to hold them in the
open.
Attendance at the playgrounds so

far overtaxed the capacities of these
institutions yesterday that it was de-;
eided lo l>e unwise to keep them in
operation whi! .. the epidemic con-
tinues.

, , ,

The Commissioners' appeal for clos-
Ing the churches follows:
"Whereas the epidemic of influenza

|:i the I'istrict of Columbia by its
rapid spread threatens to impair the
effectiveness of the machinery of the
federal government, and whereas the
surgeon general of .the t'nited States
pnblic health service and the health
(liceI- of the District of Columbia

have advised the Commissioners of
the District of Columbia that indoor
public assemblages constitute a pub-
tic menace at this time; therefore, be
it ordered by the Commissioners of
the District" of Columbia that the
clergy be requested to omit all church
services until further action by the
Commissioners."

Would Call Off Dancss.
Commissioner Brownlow today is-

¦uod a personal appeal for the calling
off of dances and other social activi-
ties that involve the congregating of;
several persons in private homes or
other indoor plates.

Amusement Places Closed.
A mandatory order was issued last

niLrlit by the District Commissioners
closing every place of public amuse-

niont in Washington for an indefinite
period. This includes the regular
¦theaters, vaudeville houses and mov¬

ing picture shows.
The order was the culmination of

sn all-day conference of the Commis¬
sioners considering ways and means
of preventing the further spread of
i ho Spanish influenza. The order be¬
came effective last midnight and will
be in force during such a period as
He Commissioners deem expedient In
ihe effort of the local municipal
; nihorities to stamp out the contagion.

Notice was served oil the manage-
ment of all the places of public amuse-
]¦,. nt by the police department early;
;.:st liicht, and, without exception, at;
tie .lose of last night's bills, every;
house closed its doors and will remain
barred to the public.
While the enforcement of this order

will he a hardship, financially, on all
the places of amusement, the manage¬
ments, realizing the grave situation
and the strenuous efforts of the au¬
thorities to prevent, as far as possible,
the further spread of the plague, are
acquiescing in the endeavor of the
District Commissioners and the fed¬
eral health authorities to bring about
normal health conditions as a para¬
mount necessity for the prosecution
of the work of the tens of thousands
of war workers engaged here, as well
na a matter of public safety. __

Sfcredicts Halting of Spread.
Commissioner Lduis Brownlow said

this morning, shortly after reachingliis office and looking over the situ¬
ation. that, while it was grave, he be¬
lieved. with the close co-operation of
the District health department with
the United States public health serv-

and the enforcement of the re¬
jections ordered and planned by
» r Commissioners, that the spread of
i tlucn/.a w ould in large measure be
stopped.

Sixteen Playgrounds Closed.
In a conference this morning between

Health Officer Fowler and Mrs. Susie
.ot Rhode's, superintendent of the play-

e'ounds, ai order was issued closing the
sixteen municipal playgrounds located
n all parts of the city. Since the close
of the public schools, which automati¬
cally closed the seventy-two school play¬
grounds, the 60,000 children who patron¬
ize the school playgrounds have over¬
crowded the municipal playgrounds to

-'.'uauiiucd oil Seventh i'age.) ^

TODATS DEVELOPMENTS.
Reports indicate malady Is In¬

creasing:.
Commissioners request closing

of all churches until farther
notice.
All playgrounds In District

closed.
Street car companies have 223

men 111 and eighty cars un¬

manned : yet service is improved
as resnlt of staggered hours.
Theater men indorse closing

of their establishments in effort
to check disease.

> Citizens* associations arrang-
ins liberty loan demonstrations
iireed to hold them in open.
Calling off of private dances

requested.
Five deaths from influenza re¬

ported daring morning.

LOAN DRIVE SUNDAY
OVERJNTjRE CITY

Plans Being Completed for
Appeal by Canvassers to

Every Householder.

TiEAM CAPTAINS CH09EN

DISPLAY YOUR LOAN FLAG.
Liberty loan subscribers

will be provided with a

button and an honor roll
flag by the banks, and if
every bond buyer will dis¬
play the honor flag in his
window or on his door
Sunday the canvasser will
be saved the time required
to ring the bell and wait
for an unnecessary inter-
view. Much duplication of
effort can be avoided in this
way, the liberty loan com¬
mittee points out.

Flags also can be ob¬
tained from the committee
at 1418 H street northwest.

The work of subdividing the city
into^!00 sections and the completion
of many other details in connection
with the great house-to-house can¬
vass Sunday afternoon in behalf of
the fourth liberty loan occupied the
greater part of the time of the Dis¬
trict liberty loan committee today.
By means of this big intensive per¬

sonal solicitation at the homes the
committee expects to pull Washing¬
ton through the campaign to a grati¬
fying finish. This canvass was de¬
cided upon when all indoor meetings
were called off because of the grave
influenza epidemic threatening Wash¬
ington. It was necessary to complete¬
ly change its sales campaign, but
most members of the local committee
are sanguine regarding the outcome
of the big canvass next Sunday. It
is expected by some that so great will
be the response that the District's en-
tire quota will be achieved on that
day.

Preliminaries Discussed.
Preliminary plans for the canvass¬

ing of the homes were discussed, and
team captains appointed at a large
mass meeting, held last night in the
Liberty Hut. Although there was a
large attendance of men and women
who had come in answer to the com¬
mittee's appeal for help, the meeting
was in marked contrast to th# Okhef
big meetings which have been held
in the "hut" in the interest of the
loan. There were no bands, no ora¬
tory.no effort was made to appeal
to the emotions. Those at the meet¬
ing, were there for a patriotic pur¬
pose, and when the chairman asked
all to stand up who were willing to
undertake the- big task with a de¬
termination to put it through, irre¬
spective of any personal sacrifice
that might be involved, every man
and woman in the building arose.
Following the selection of the 200

captains who will personally super¬
vise the work of the teams, each of
which will be composed of about
twenty persons, were completed. It
was decided that any team captain
may add as many additional workers
to his team as he may deem advis¬
able.
Each team captain was instructed

to report at the loan headquarters,
1418 H street, at 5 o'clock this after¬
noon to discuss further plans and to
receive his assignment. By that time
the committee will have completed
the work of subdividing the city into
sections. It is the intention of the
committee to assign not more than
two city squares to any one can¬
vasser and in most cases the indi¬
vidual canvassing will be confined to
not more than one square.

Reserve Fores Mobilized.
A special reserve force of canvas¬

sers is to be mobilized at the loan
headouarters at noon Sunday, which
will be prepared to rush men in au¬
tomobiles to any team captain in any
section of the city on a moment's
notice. This is in order that each
team may be provided 'with its full
quota of workers.
W. P. Eno, director of the Home De¬

fense League, has issued a call to
each of the eleven defense leagues in
Washington to designate twenty spe¬
cially equipped men to serve in the
reserve force.
The local loan committee, witb the
(Continued on Twenty-third Page.)

Influenza, However, Is Re¬
tarding Shipments From

Affected Camps.
American troops abroad now num¬

ber 3,800,000, members of the House
military committee were informed to¬

day at their weekly conference at the
War Department.
Spanish influenza in camps and can¬

tonments will retard shipment some¬
what in the immediate future, they
were told, the department having;
adopted the policy of not sending any
men overseas who have been exposed
to or show symptoms of the disej£e.

Many De Havilands Going.
Shipment of De Havlland airplanes

abroad was greater laalr*reek than at
any time since their .manufacture be¬
gan, it was stated,'And production of
liberty motors also was greatly in¬
creased during the week.
Shipments of De Hariland planes

will not keep pace with production. It
was stated, because a large number ef
them are being utilised in. this eooatry
for training purst-iss.

Mr. Lawrence Cites Armistice
as Justification for Keeping

Bulgars as Friends.

TURKS MAY DO LIKEWISE,
BF DAVID LAWRENCE.

(Copyright, 19X8, by the New Tork Evening
Post. Inc.)

President Wilson's foresight in

steadfastly refusing: to yield to press¬

ure for a declaration of war on Bul¬

garia has been of distinct assistance

to the cause of the^entente, as events

in the Balkans have proved, but the

wisdom of that forbearance may yet
be demonstrated with respect to Tur¬

key.
strice the tTtiited States de¬

clared a state of war with Austria-
Hungary it seemed^ Jpgical to many
people that the brteaTc "»frh -Ote centril
powers should be-made complete, \but
the Department of State'has repeat¬
edly balked the idea. No public ex¬

planation was deemed wise, but upon
one occasion Secretary Lansing him¬
self counseled the Senate foreign de¬
lations committee not to press the
resolution. Xow that the American
policy has been justified it is possible
to present some of the fundamental
reasons that underlay our diplomacy.

Little Information Available.
One of the most remarkable features

of the situation was that the 'Ameri¬
can government was really without
much detailed information from tho
interior of Bulgaria, getting reports
only occasionally from Consul Mur¬
phy. Such data as he conveyed, cou¬
pled with the instinctive desire of
the American government to keep an
avenue open for eventual breakdown
of the central powers, prevented a
break with Bulgaria and. of course
it would have been difficult to declare
war on the latter without a similar
action toward Turkey.
The United States knew right along

that there were differences between
Bulgaria and Turkey and knew, au¬
thoritatively, moreover, that Bulgaria
felt unhappy in her alliance with the
central powers because of the pros-'
pect of German jlomination after the
war. Added to this was a sentimental
interest toward America on the part
of the leading men of Bulgaria, many
of whom were educated in Roberts
College, the American institution at
Constantinople.
From the point of view of the

United States it was eminently desir¬
able to keep on good terms with Bul¬
garia, not merely because of the con¬
fident expectation that Bulgaria must
some day break with Germany and
Austria, but it was sound military
policy, too. The entente didn't want
to see Germany using Bulgarian
troops on the western front, and the
Bulgarians were impressed with the
argument that to send forces to
France would mean inevitable clash
with American troops and a declara¬
tion of war. which would, of course,
prevent the United States from ex¬

ercising her friendship for Bulgaria
in subsequent events.

Not Party to Armistice.

The American government was not
a party to the armistice.drawn up be- I
tween Bulgaria and the allies, but his
taken a deep interest in it neverthe-

less and will be kept informed by the
allies. The United States is not com¬

mitted to any particular program in
the Balkans, though, no doubt, Ameri¬
can sympathy for Serbia and Greece
will come out as a satisfactory ad¬
justment of the near-eastern situa¬
tion becomes necessary.
To date, however, it is counted as a

distinct diplomatic achievement that
the United States retained the friend¬
ship of Bulgaria. The hope that Bul¬
garia would break away from the
central powers was never given up.
and though none of our officials twill
make predictions, it is easy to see

thajfrthey believe, as does official .Lon¬
don. that Turkey must soon see the
handwriting on the wall and break
away from Germany, too.
So far as America is concerned, her

refusal to declare war on Turkey is
based upon several considerations
The United States could not partici¬
pate without difficulty in any military
movement against Turkey, because
our forces will be employed directly
against Germany for some time to
come. On the other hand, to engage
in hostilities against the Turks might
mean a -wholesale massacre of Chris¬
tiana. Many American missionaries 1
still remain in Turkey, on good terms

Uwre. They are
toman empire.
be far off when
rtng a. nucleus of
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DURAZZO IS LEVELED;
FOE FLEES IN ALBANIA

American Chasers Des^oy
Two Enemy Submarines

in Naval Fight.

AUSTRIAN WARSHIPS
WIPED OUT IN PORT

British, Italian and United States
Fleets Co-Operate in Ad¬

riatic Action.

By tli1 Associated Press.
ROME. October 4..American sub¬

marine chasers destroyed two enemy
submarines yesterday during the bom¬
bardment of Durazko, it -was officially
announced today.
American, British and Italian war¬

ships have destroyed the Austrian
nav£l base at Durazzo arid the war¬

ships anchored there, according to an¬
nouncement made by Premier Orlando.
The.attack occurred at noon on Wed¬
nesday, when Italian and British
cruisers, protected by Italian and al¬
lied torpedo boats and American sub¬
marines, succeeded in making- tsioir
way through mine fields and, avoid¬
ing attacks by submarines, £ot into
Durazzo harbor.-

Ships Also Destroyed.
An intense bombardment followed

until the base and the AustrianTships
anchored there were completely de¬
stroyed.

Italian sailors, in the teeth of a hot
enemy. Are, torpedoed an Austrian de¬
stroyer and a steamer. Another ves¬

sel, which was recognised., as <i hos¬
pital ship, was allowed to withdraw..

British and Italian airplanes co?.
operated in the work. Other Italian
and allied warships ^ere drawn up in
order of battle outsid6 of the hartor
to deal with any enemy warships com¬

ing up to the assistance of the port.
No losses or damages were suffered

by the allied squadron, except a slight
injury to a British cruiser by a tor¬
pedo from an enemy submarine.

(Durazzo is a seaport in Albania
fifty-three miles south of Scutari. It
is situated on a peninsula in the
Adriatic sea. For some time past it
has been a base for Austrian opera¬
tions in Albania.)

Army Stores Destroyed.
LONDON, October 4..In the level¬

ing of the fortifications and depots at
Durazzo Wednesday the entente
squadron, according to a central news
dispatch from Rome, destroyed much
material for the Austrian army in
Albania.

May Aid Macedonia Drive. i

Destruction by entente naval forces
of the Austrian base at Durazzo
was believed by observers here, to be
clo.sely linked up with the allied
plans for their advance through
llaredonia.
Concentration in the Adriatic of

naval units sufficiently strong to un¬
dertake such an exploit. Navy men
say. means a virtual barrage has
been'formed to push the Austrian
submarine flotillas to the north, re¬
lieving allied transports supplying the
Balkan forces of much of the danger
they have faced and clearing the Al¬
banian coast so as to permit the es¬
tablishment there of a new base for
the landing of men and material.
This would materially reduce the
allied communication lines, which now
run far to the south to Salonikiand
Grecian ports.

ILilMINTO
ASIA, SAYS D'ESPEREY

Soon to Direct Blow Against Con¬
stantinople, Declares Allied

Commander. %

By the Associated Preaau
SALONIKA October 4.."We will

soon direct our blow at Constanti¬
nople. and the vanquished Turk will
be thrown once and tor all into Asia."
declared -'Gen. Pranchet d'Bsperey. the
allied commander-in-chief mi th»
Macedonia front, in replying'to- a
demonstration today.

Austrian Forces Are Retiring
Before Italians in

Disorder,

BLOWING UP DEPOTS
IN SWIFT RETREAT

Ber&t Occupied by Rome's Forces,
Making Considerable Further

Advance.

By the Associated Press.
LONDON, October 4 (1:30 p.m.).

Austro-Hungarian forces in Albania
are retiring in considerable disorder
before the advancing Italian*. The
Austrian forces are Jt>.lpwing up their
depots.
ROMf, October 4..After the cap¬

ture of Berat by the Italians, cavalry-
joined in the pursuit of the retreating
Austrians, and has made a consider¬
able advance, according to an official
note issued today.

Berat Taken by Allies.
VIENNA, via London, October 3..

Austrian troops have been withdrawn
from Albania, the war office an¬
nounces. Berat has been taken by the
allies.

Italian Drive Energetic.
ROME, October 3..A semi-official

statement on the Italian operations in
Albania says:
"We have occupied Berat and ad¬

vanced beyond the town."
Italian, troops in Albania began an

energetic advance on Tuesday In the
sector between the Adriatic and Osum.
the Italian war office announced today.The Italian columns in the eveninghad occupied the village of Fieri and
the line of. the Semeni from Sterbasi
to the Ketali bridge and seyeralheights.
The Austro-Hungarian forces are re¬

treating rapidly and are burning their
depots. The Italians have captured a
number of prisoners and a large quan¬tity of war 'material.

COLLfilKS
U. S. CARGO SHIP

Fifty of Crew of Ninety on

Herman Frasch Prob¬
ably Lost.

The American steamer Herman
Frasch, a cargo carrier manned by a
Navy crew and in the overseas supply
service, has been sunk in collision at
sea with a loss of probably fifty of her
crew. The Herman Frasch collided
with the American steamer George G.
Henry. The Frasch sank in seven
minutes.
Both vessels were in Army supply

transport service. The Frasch was a
ship of about 4,000 tons gross, carry¬
ing a crew of about ninety officers and
men, and the Henry Is a tanker.
The collision occurred at sea sev¬

eral hundred miles off the American
coast, in latitude 41.06 north and
longitude 64.38 west. First reports to
the department gave few details.
The Henry had her bow crushed, but

after standing by all night to pick upsurvivors, resumed her voyage.
NEW YORK. October 4..The Amer¬

ican steamer Herman Frasch, report¬
ed sunk in a collision at sea, was
owned by the Union Sulphur Companyand formerly plied between this port
and Freeport, Tex. The tanker
George G. Henry, with which she col¬
lided. is owned by the Petroleum
Transport Company.

53 ARE MISSING FROM
SUNKEN BRITISH GUNBOAT
LONDON, October &..Fifty-three men

are -""f as a result at the «hin«r of
a British torpedo gunboat tat a collision
with a merchant vessel September SO,
aocordbtg to an official statement issued
by the British admiralty tonight.

GERMAN FLANKS BENT BACK
UNDER SMASHING ASSAULTS
OF FOCH'S DETERMINED ARMIES

%

Said to Plan Test of Liberal
Control, Hoping in Its

Failure.

Indications of coming political
changes of importance witliin the cen¬

tral powers; continued military ham-
mering upon their forces outside.
These are the outstanding high

points of the situation overseas today.
! Germany and Austria-Hungary arc

i setting their houses in order for what
the future may bring them, as the re¬

sult of the persistently successful
onrush of the allied tjoops and the
growing unrest at home.
The military news of the day pre¬

sents concrete facts, all making for
victory for the allies. Accounts of
political conditions are prophetic ana

indicative of possible outcomes.
Official confirmation of the selection

of Prince Maximilian of Baden as chan¬
cellor of Germany is regarded' here as

possessing possibilities of significance
for the future. The Austrian chamber
of deputies sat through a session lis¬
tening to demands from socialists and

Czech members for acquiescence in
President Wilson's fourteen articles of

peace settlement.

See liberal Ascendency.
Prince Maximilian's selection as

chancellor is regarded as marking.the
possibility of ascendency of liberal
thought in the kaiser's cabinet oyerthe militaristic and junker domination
that now prevails. It is looking farahead? however, to now draw conclu¬
sions of practical value from his in-

"".TheUnited States government is not
taking the Maximilian
without a pinch of salt, nor hailink it
as the coming of a political minenUlm
in Germany, by any manner of means.
The kaiser and his advisers are Pjay-2? tSPbSt card (n an attempt to
hoodwink the allies into a Deiiei m

jlje democratization of

ch^ceSrl^d ^h^ldemann, ^8^So-ciaMsC and Groeber, centrist, as mem¬
bers of the cabinet without portfolio.
More "Distfui«*d
It is suspected thftt

about to make a newP®^e^active
rulers aof6Germa^,e the kaiser could

recently innounceS £u^Tpopular
rule but, it is noted, however, 110th-fni- is said in the recent announce¬
ment of the relinquishment of power
hv the military party or of making
the members of the cabinet answer¬able for their conduct of affairs

''Th^new'omcials, whose names m^kethe program so attractive, may be en-
tirely without power, as well as
without portfolio, and the
trol of affairs may be left entirely in
the hands of the junkers, a condi¬
tion that led up to the precipitation
of the present war.

Mflo.On the other hand, there is a possi¬
bility that the kaiser can read the
handwriting on the wall and realising
his country is doomed to defeat, may
plan outwardly to turn over the
handling of the government to rep¬
resentatives of popular rule and per-
mit them to try to save the coun-
try If they fail, as he undoubtedly
hopes they will, he can then point to
their failure as an example of the
uselessness of trying popular rule in
Germany and demand the return to
power of the military caste.

Expect Turkey to Capitulate.
In diplomatic circles here the be¬

lief still continues to prevail that
Turkey will capitulate and leave the
concert of central powers. W hen that
happens, it is declared, it will be en¬
tirely "in order to look for weakening
of Austria-Hungary's alliance with
Germany. Bulgaria's defection lias
caused profound depression in Ger¬
many that the sloughing offof an-"t.i aiiv would be expected to beclassed by the Germans as a disaster
of first importance.
This morning's dispatches fromthe

western battle fronts told or con
tinued smashing of the
line of defense in the St. Quentin
sector and the Lens sector. The workf! slow for the obstacles are found to
be more formidable the deeper the
German lines are penetrated But the
progress is pronounced and lrresist

^Importance is attached to the Evacu¬
ation of Lens and Armentieres. This

the reeion of prolific coal mines
which have furnished the Huns with
fuel vitally needed ill all their mili¬
tary operations, as well as munition
plants within the empire.

U. S. Miners to Operate Them.
Their ultimate capture by the allies

has been counted upon confidently
and as a feature of Marshal Foch's
grand strategy. So assured have thelilies been that they would come
into possession of the coal fields tha
Dlans have been carried out to take
them over and operate them with
American miners. The latest ap
pUances for fighting coal ^"e «res
have even been P*££dJr. 00 it was ts%en for granted
the Huns would attempt _to destroySi they have not ueed and would set
the mines ablaze before departing.
The possibility of King Albert of

Belgium establishing his capital on
Ttelzian soil before next spring is
reearded as not beyond the bounds
of reasonable expectation, based upon
*1.. forcing of the Hons out of north
Belgium- The Huns were taken com-
Dletelv by surprise in the sudden on¬rush of the Belgian army in advance
of the British and French support in
that region of operations, and have
not recovered their balance yet.
The Germans are now confronted by

the necessity of bringing up an im¬
mense army to hold back the French,Brltfsh and Belgian advance in the
north, in order to le»y®armiesof possible retreat of their armies

of^he'probxbilltieB-of the mili¬
tary operation* of the next few days
is another heavy drive of the allies
east of Khelms. The Germansareln
a nerilOTje situation there, and there
are evidences that the. allies are pre-
parics to administer a blow.

British Now Fighting Beyond
Hindenbarg Line Northeast

. of St. Quentin.
HUNS FALL BACK ON ULLE;

TOTTER IN THE CHAMPAGNE
Bj the Associated PreM.

Northeast of St. Quentin the British today are reported as fight¬
ing in the open country beyond the Hindenburg line, after having
pushed ahead five miles since Monday. From Lens northward
and from Rheims eastward to the Argonne the allies continue to
bend back the German flanks in smashing attacks.

The breach driven through the German defenses south of
Beaurevoir is on a front of five miles. To the north the British
are plunging forward east-southeast from Le Catelet, while on

the south the French are attacking successfully between Seque-
hart and Lasdins. The German resistance is bitter, but there has
been no let-up in the strong allied pressure. In the fighting in
this area Thursday Field Marshal Haig's men captured 4,000
prisoners.

With the British in the open country northeast of St. Quentin
and the cavalry and tanks pouring through the breach the German
positions about Cambrai and Laon will become most precarious.
Through the opening in the line Marshal Foch would be able to
throw troops to take both Cambrai and Laon in the rear.

West of Lille the British continue to press the Germans east¬
ward while extending their line south of Lens to Mericourt, where
a good advance also has been made. Between Lens and Armen-
tieres the British have moved forward an average of more than
three miles on a twenty-mile front and east of the Bois Grenier
are within six miles of the outer walls of the fortress of Lille.
Meanwhile the British and Belgians in Flanders are widening the
salient east of Ypres, which threatens the German positions on
the coast and the network of railroads west of Ghent.

Retirement Not Halted. German salient east of Rheims.
., _ American troops have joined the

There are no indications that the French in their operations east of
the Suippe and have assisted in the
advance northwest of Somme-Py.
capturing: the strong- positions of
Blanc Mont and the Medeah farm.
Farther east Ihe French have taken

Orfeuil and Demont Chateau.
probably will Work ^ Aisne CaaaL

forWi parr of the German system be-
North of Rheims the French are

working: their way across the Aisne
canal. It would seem that unless the
Germans withdraw from the Cham¬
pagne salient they are in danger of
being caught in a trap between the
armies of Benhelet and Gouraud.

Germans have halted their retirement
in the Lfll« salient. 'The enemy is
still several miles west of the Deule
canal, which runs from north of
Armentiere* th*av$b- .LiUe to the

fore Lille. It is not probable the
Germans will give up Lille without
heavy fighting.
Around Rheims and east of the

Suippe Gens. Berthelet and Gouraud
are drawing closer the sides of the

Haig Mile East of Sequehart;
Hindenburq Line Behind Him
By the Associated Press.

L,OXDON, October 4..The point of
the British wedge in the region north
of St. Quentin had been pushed at the
end of yesterday's fighting to the high
ground a mile northeast of Seiuehart.
The British are holding this ground,
having repulsed a counter attack.
More than 4,000 prisoners were

taken yesterday by the British in their

operations north of St. Quentin.
German forces last night delivered

counter attacks on Gouy and Le Cate-

let. midway between Cambrai and St.

Quentin. Field Marshal Haig an¬

nounced today that the enemy assaults
had been beaten off.

LONDON". October 3..The Austral¬
ian troops are fighting beyond the
Beaurevoir line, at Wiancourt, L*-
Motte farm and Lormisset in tlie St.
Quentin sector, according to the of¬
ficial Australian correspondent. The
Germans are retiring toward Mont-
brehain. Thus the Hindenburg sys¬
tem has been definitely passed.
The attack by British infantry and

tanks along an eight-mile front from
Sequehart to the canal north of Bony,
in the St. Quentin sector, was com¬
pletely successful, according to Field
Marshal Haig's report from British
headquarters tonight.

British troops have reached the
outskirts of Slontbrehain (about five
miles east of Bellicourt). and farther
north have captured Gouy and L>«
Catclet.

British Well East of Lens;
Foe's Flanders Retreat Deep

By the Awociated Press.
LONDON, October 4..British forces

pursuing the retreating Germans in the
Lens region have reached the railway
east of Lens, Field Marshal Halg an¬

nounced in his official statement today.
To the southeast the British have made
progress between Oppy and Meericourt.

Foe Falls Back Three Miles.
LONDON, October 3..The Germans

have fallen back three miles in their re¬

treat aiong the Lens-Armentieres line.
It is reported this afternoon.
WITH THE 3RITISH ARMY IN

FRANCE. October 3 (bv the Associated
Press)..Local attacks in the neighbor¬
hood of Roulers by the Belgians resulted
in the gain of some ground. The British
crossed the Lys and at last reports
were atill going strong.
The British captured Gheluwe late

yesterday, after the Germans had held
out there for several days. Soon after¬
ward the enemy -launched a vicious
counter attack against the Menin
road in this locality, and as a result
seemed to have established machine
gun posts In the eastern outskirts of
the village.

Positions of Great Importance.
The positions in this locality are of

the most strategical importance to
the Germans and their men are being
thrown in In an effort to hold on
without regard to the cost, which has

b$en terrible. The Aubers-La-Bas-
see canal line has been occupied in
its entirety. Douvrin has been taken
and the British have advanced east of
the Boise Dixhuit.

Along- the line between Freanes
and Lens strong patrols have been
pushed out everywhere. They have
met with determined resistance. The
lines have been pushed forward north
of Lens, however, despite strong op¬
position, and the British have estab¬
lished themselves in advanced posi¬
tions, at the same time taking be¬
tween 100 and 150 prisoners in this
sector.
There has been heavy fighting at

Benifontaine, east of Hulluch.
Fires and explosions again are be¬

ing reported from various sections of
the battle front.
This morning La Bassee was being

cleared of the enemy, while to the
north the British were in Lorgies and
across the Aubers-La Bassee lino
along its entire length.

Belgian Car in Boulers. ^
HAVRE, October 3..A Belgian ar¬

mored car has succeeded in entering
Routers and has returned safely to its
own lines, according to the Belgian
official communication tonight.

In aerial fighting on the Flanders
front today British aviators destroyed
four German machines, the Belgian
war office announced tonight. Lieut.
Coppens of the Belgian army set a
German balloon on fire, bringing his
victories to thirty-three.

French Forces Are Extending
Gains All Along the Front
By the Associated Prcsi.
PARIS; October 4..French troops

in the St. Quentin region have ad¬
vanced east of Leedine, says the war

office statement today.
American and French troops in

Champagne have made farther ad¬
vances northwest of Blanc Mont and
Medeah farm.
North and northwest of Rheims the

French hare Increased their gains
somewhat and improved their posl-

.tioaa. in the region of Bsthen;'.

PARIS, October 3..The French
troops captured 2.800 prisoners today,
the war office announces tonight.
They made an important advance to
the northwest of Somme-Py, in the
Champagne, occupying the crest of
Blanc Mont.
Cormicy, northwest of Rheims, has

also been captured.
LONDON, October 4..French forces in

the Champagne have captured Orfenil
and Remont Chateau, northeast of
Bomme-Py. Mont Blanc, a position of
tartical importance, also has been taken
irss. the Germans.


